
 

Day 1: English Language Arts 
 
What is this lesson about?: In this lesson, you will consider the theme for the week, which is 
“Environment.”  You will explore what “environment” is in fictional story-telling by learning about story 
settings .  In the next two classes, we will continue exploring settings of stories and how the setting 
informs a story’s theme, mood, and plot. 

 
Step 1:  Reflect on this week’s theme 
 
This week, your lessons are organized around the theme of “Environment.”  Write a definition for 
“environment” below. 
 
 
Circle the words below that you think are synonyms to “environment.” (Reminder: A synonym is a 
word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word) 
 

Habitat       Life     Surroundings    America     Theory      Place  

Farm    Structure     Setting       Neighborhood  

Look at the definition of environment on the next page.  Was your definition close? 
After looking at the definition of Environment, list 5 environments in which you could find a bird? 
 
 
Question to consider: Does our environment affect how we act?  How we think?  How we feel? 
Write down a short answer: 
 

 
Step 2: Learn about “settings” and environments in stories 
 
Step 3: Read and answer the questions. 
 
Read the passage and answer the following questions. 
 
As Maribelle hurried down the street, the wind swept the snow along the sidewalk and hid her 
footsteps, so that it looked as if no one had passed. Above her, the cold, silent skyscrapers of the 
city loomed. The whole block was eerily silent in the snowstorm, and she pulled her coat tightly 
around her. Maribelle had only moved here a few months before. She came because she wanted to 
be a singer. But right now, she was frightened. 
 

Question 1: Where do you think Maribelle is? 
New York 

 
Question 2: What quote helped you to determine where Maribelle is? 



 
A “Above her, the cold, silent skyscrapers of the city loomed.” 
B “Maribelle had only moved here a few months before.” 
C “But right now, she was frightened.” 
D “She came because she wanted to be a singer.” 

___________ 
 

Setting can symbolize, or stand for, other elements of a story. For example, when setting changes, 
a character might change. Setting can also symbolize what a character is feeling in a particular 
scene. Setting can also help us understand the choices that characters make. 
 
Read the following passage and answer the question. 
 

 
Gilberto had been excited to go to the beach but when he got there and saw how crowded it was, 
he became annoyed. The sun twinkled in the sky, a warm yellow globe. The sound of the ocean 
drummed in his ears and the sand itched his ankles and feet. Beside him, his sister slurped loudly 
on an ice cream cone. “Could you not?” Gilberto asked. 
 

Question 1: What quote about the setting helps you to understand how Gilberto is feeling? 
 

A “The sound of the ocean drummed in his ears and the sand itched his ankles and 
feet.” 

B “The sun twinkled in the sky, a warm yellow globe.” 
C “Beside him, his sister slurped loudly on an ice cream cone.” 
D “Gilberto had been excited to go to the beach...” 

 
Question 2: Explain why you chose your answer: 

Gilberto is annoyed.  The sand itching his ankles and feet would also be 
an annoyance and cause him to be irritated. 

 
 
Step 4: Practice developing the setting of a story 
  
Read the following sentences describing a situation or character.  Develop a setting that would give 
context to the sentence and make the sentence more understandable. 

 
Example: Jeremy was standing, waiting.  His jaw was clenched and he was sweating. 
 
What setting could this happen in? 
 



In this example, the mood is tense and nervous.  A setting that would fit this might be a 
sporting event, say Jeremy is at a racetrack and is about to race in the 100-meter sprint. 

 
Sentence 1: Chills drew down Maria’s spine and she sprang to her feet. 
 
What setting could this happen in? 
 
Haunted house, somewhere scary, watching a horror movie at a theater 
 
Sentence 2: Peter’s grandma was looking at him and smiling, she was proud of her grandson. 
 
What setting could this happen in? 
 
At Peter’s graduation, during a sporting event 
 
Sentence 3: Marcus stared into the eyes of Kevin, there was no way he was going to let Kevin win 
this time. 
 
What setting could this happen in? 
 
At the kickoff of a football game or beginning to another sports game, as 
Marcus and Kevin play a board game 
 
Sentence 4: The wind blew in Jackie’s hair as the sun warmed her skin.  She could hear the birds 
chirping in the distance. 
 
What setting could this happen in? 
 
At a park, in the forest, by the seaside, in the country  

 
Step 4: Closing Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2: English Language Arts 
 
What is this lesson about?: Yesterday you learned about setting in fictional stories and 
today we will explore more about the importance of setting.  You will learn how setting impacts the 
characters, plot, and mood of stories. You will analyze different texts to see how the setting impacts 
stories and you will have the opportunity to be creative in drawing settings from a text. 
 
Step 1:  Setting Impact 
 
Remember from yesterday that a story’s setting is it’s time and place, however a setting is much more 
than just the characters’ environment.  The setting can establish the mood and reveal the characters 
and conflict. It can even give clues to the theme—the universal message—of a story. 
 
Students use their own creativity to respond to the these first set of 
questions.  They will see how a setting can really affect what types of 
stories are told in a particular environment. 
 
 
 
 

 
Step 2: Does setting affect the mood? 
 
Step 3: Setting and mood analysis  
 
The mood describes how a person feels at any given time. It also reveals the atmosphere of the 
people, places, or time periods. 
 

Read these three little excerpts. See what they tell you about the character. Likewise, sense what 
kind of mood these settings evoke: 

Spans of Poppies 

Her hand reached for the massive, iron door handle. She struggled to pull it toward her. A sapphire 
studded the top of the handle and, as she slowly made progress on the door, a slash of light 
popped through. It warmed her face and made her smile, giving her enough energy to heave the 
massive hunk of wood open wide enough to slip through. 
 
The way the door decisively slammed behind her should've frightened her. Instead, she looked 
upon spans of green, rolling hills bedecked with colorful poppies and tiny thatched-roof cottages. 
She debated between rolling down the plush hill at her feet or lifting straight off the ground and 
flying into the tiny village below. 
 

1. How would you describe the character's mood?  How is she feeling? 



Here, we learn a few things. First, the main character is determined. She 
doesn't give up on that heavy door. Second, she's happy. The mood is 
immediately set when someone considers happily rolling down a plush, 
green hill. 
 

2. What quote from the text tells you how the character is feeling? 
“ It warmed her face and made her smile, giving her enough energy to 
heave the massive hunk of wood open wide enough to slip through.” 
 
“She debated between rolling down the plush hill at her feet or lifting 
straight off the ground” 

________________ 

Filmed in Faithlessness 

Dust coated every last surface. He ran his finger across the rows of books, the span of tables, and 
the wide window frames. It came up black. A fast-winged crow clipped past his ear and he 
wondered which broken window the ugly creature entered through. As it perched atop a broken 
spray of glass and squaked at him, he realized he'd never find her again. He was every bit as 
broken as the tired home, filmed in faithlessness. 

3. What have you learned about the main character?  How is he feeling? 
 
A filthy home filmed in grime and broken glass rarely evokes hope. Indeed, we 
learn here that the main character is desolate and faithless. He's lost 
someone and knows there's no way to get her back. An "ugly creature" squaks at 
him in his misery, letting readers know conditions are about as bleak as they 
can get. 
 
 

4. What quote from the text tells you how the character is feeling? 
 
An "ugly creature" squaks at him in his misery, letting readers know 
conditions are about as bleak as they can get. 

_________________ 

Pink Lemonade and Cookies 

The lime green patio umbrella flapped happily in the breeze. It covered strawberry slushies, 
watermelon pies, and bright, cheerful stacks of donuts. Emily stepped outside to feature a crystal 
pitcher of pink lemonade and a spray of warm cookies in the center of the table. She had on her 
favorite summer dress and knew that, as soon as he stepped through that patio gate, her life would 
never be the same again. 
 

5. How would you describe the character's mood?  How is she feeling? 
 

Is there anything a glass of lemonade and a warm cookie can't fix? 
Clearly this main character is filled with anticipation and hope. The 
setting features a patio table stocked with the world's favorite foods 



and bright, cheerful color. Readers can immediately detect that something 
wonderful is about to happen. 

 
6. What quote from the text tells you how the character is feeling? 

 
“ flapped happily in the breeze”; “She had on her favorite summer dress” 
 
 

 
Step 4:  Setting & Mood Analysis  
 
Read the following song lyrics. 
 

What two places is Toni Morrison comparing in this poem? (hint: she starts each stanze describing 
one place, and then moves on to describe another place “out there”) 
 
A neighborhood with picket fences, and a town cafe 
 
 
How are those two places different? 
 
The neighborhood seems quiet, stiff, and lifeless.  The cafe feels full 
of energy and life, free, and happy. 
 
Do you think the writer likes one place more than the other?  Which one?  Why? 
 
The writer may like the cafe better because she describes the cafe has a 
bustling and happy place. 
 
 
What is the mood of the first place? 
 
Somber, lifeless, boring 
 
 
What is the mood of the second place? 
 
Lively, happy, energizing  
 

 
Step 5:  Draw the Setting  
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3: English Language Arts 
 
What is this lesson about?: Today you will explore what home means to you. You will also 
read a text written by Gwendolyn Brooks that focuses on the importance of home.  You will then have 
an opportunity to write a letter home. 
 
Step 1:  Warmup 
 
 
Step 2:  Read the text 
 
Step 3:  Answer the questions  
 

Where does this story take place?  What is the setting? 
The story takes place in the front yard of a house.  There is a poplar 
tree and a little garden area near the front porch. 
 
The story is entitled “home.”  Why do you think the author chose this title? 
 
The story speaks to home as it is the setting of the story, but the 
deeper meaning of the story is also about home being where loved ones 
are.  The writer implies that the family will be together and all that 
they need, no matter what physical space they live in and call “home.” 
 
How does Maud Martha feel about their home?  Write down two quotes that helped answer this 
question. 
 
She loves the home they are living in.  
 
When Helen says that other homes are prettier, the author writes 
“Yesterday, Maud Martha would have attacked her.”  
 
“She merely gazed at a little hopping robin in the tree, her tree, and 
tried to keep the fronts of her eyes dry.” This quote shows how much she 
loves her home because she feels that the tree belongs to her and she 
tries not to cry when thinking about losing the home. 
 
 
Consider this quote from the text: 
“He lives for us,” said Helen. “It’s us he loves. He wouldn’t want the house, except for us.” “And he’ll 
have us,” added Mama, “wherever.” 
What do you think Mama means when she says “He’ll have us wherever”? 
Mama means that the family being together is the most important thing and 
that together they are “home.”  
 



Is there a difference between a house and a home? 
A house is more of a physical space, where home can be a physical space 
but can also be a feeling of belonging. 
 
 
What is the conflict in the story?  What are they waiting to hear back about from Papa? 
 
The conflict is that the family may lose their home.  They are waiting 
for Papa to come home and tell them whether or not he was able to get the 
loan, which will allow them to stay in their home. 
 
How does the story end?  Is it a happy ending? 
 
Papa comes home and tells them that he got the loan.  It is a happy 
ending because they get to stay in their home. 
 
 
Share and compare your answers with a classmate. 

 
Step 4:  Write Home  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4: English Language Arts 
 
What is this lesson about?: For today’s lesson, you will explorethe debate around whether 
recycling programs are actually helping our environment.  There are both pros and cons to recycling 
and you will read an article that explains both sides of this debate.  You will then have the opportunity 
to choose a side and prepare for a debate speech in which you make your argument.  You will finish 
your speech tomorrow (you will need today’s materials to finish your lesson tomorrow).  
 
Step 1:   
From an early age, kids are taught the three R's of protecting the planet: Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle. But is recycling really the environmental fix it's made out to be? 
  
Step 2:  Read the text  
 
Step 3:  Organize your thoughts  
 
Tomorrow you will be asked to prepare a persuasive speech. The purpose of a persuasive speech 
is to convince your audience to agree with an idea or opinion that you present. First, you'll need to 
choose a side on a controversial topic, then you will write  a speech to explain your position, and 
convince the audience to agree with you. 
 
Today you will work on the first step.  Use the graphic organizer below to outline your points for a 
debate.  
 
The topic of this debate is:  Should we stop recycling? 
 
What is your position on this topic?  Circle one:     Yes          No 
 
Explain your position: 
 
  

 
Argument to support your position Evidence to support your argument 

(provide quotes or facts taken from the text) 

Pro stopping recycling program 
example: 
 
It is not cost-effective to recycle 
 

It costs more money to recycle 
plastic than we save in doing so. 

Con stopping recycling program 
example: 
 
There are still benefits to 
recycling even if it does not save 

 
Recycling makes our environment 
cleaner and makes it better for 
future generations 



us money 
 
 

 
 
Step 4:  Closing Thoughts  
 

How can debates be positive for our society? 
 
Debates allow people with different viewpoints to share their perspective 
with others.  As a result, people can become more informed.  Without 
debates, our society may not progress as quickly because opposing sides 
wouldn’t make the other side come up with solutions as quickly. 
 
 
What is a current hot topic or debate that you feel strongly about? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5: Science 
 
Day 5 
 
Week 2 Science Quiz – ANSWER KEY 
 

1.  An environmentalist is someone who is concerned with or advocates the protection of the 
environment. 

2. There is far less air pollution  as a result of the Coronavirus shutdown. 
3. The three main cities in the United States currently showing cleaner air are:               Los Angeles  

Seattle New York 
4. Many people in  India are more afraid of dying of hunger  than dying of the Coronavirus.  
5. Global warming is the gradual increase of the Earth’s temperature. 
6. A flood  is an example of a natural disaster. 
7. East Africa is experiencing an outbreak of locusts . 

 
 

 
Word Bank 
 
flood  
locusts 
Japan 
worms 
pollution 
San Diego 
Los Angeles 
environmentalist 
New Orleans 
New York 
Seattle 
India 
Congo 
hunger 
global warming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













































 

Day 1: Social Studies 
 
 
 
ANSWERS to DAY ONE QUESTIONS 

1. Reread the first paragraph. What is the Green Belt Movement and why did it start?  
It is Maathai’s organization that she started to plant trees in order to preserve the land. 
  

2. Maathai was an accomplished scholar. Why did she return home to Kenya?  
She felt called to play her role in helping to develop Kenya. 
  

3. Reread the paragraph that begins, “The hunger for free seedlings.” What does it mean to 
ensure something happens? 

To ensure something happens means to make sure it happens. 
  

4. Reread the paragraph that begins, “The hunger for free seedlings.” Why did Maathai 
think it effective to ensure the plantings led to money for the women? 

If the women earned money from the seedlings as they grew into trees and produced things like fruit, for 
example, they would feel ownership over the trees and a commitment to them and to the environment. In this 
way, Maathai was tying their livelihood to the success of the plantings. 
  

5. Reread the paragraph that begins, “The hunger for free seedlings.” How did this idea 
differ from the women’s usual experience?  

They did not own the land or products they farmed. It can be inferred that men did. 
 


